DISCOVERY

Prophecies Regarding Foreign Nations and the World

SOURCE FOR QUESTIONS

Isaiah 13:1 through 27:13
KEY VERSE FOR MEMORIZATION

“And I will punish the world for their evil, and

the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the
arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the
haughtiness of the terrible.” (Isaiah 13:11)

BACKGROUND

In chapters 13 through 23 of the Book of Isaiah,
the focus shifts from Judah and Jerusalem to God’s
pronouncement of judgment on ten Gentile nations
(see chart below). These prophesies are called “bur-
dens,” which in the original language meant “to lift
up.” Divine judgment was going to be lifted up, and
the prophet’s solemn messages were a heavy weight
as he lifted up his voice in warning. He knew that
cities would be destroyed and thousands of people
would be killed.

Knowing of these coming judgments on the Gen-
tile nations should have impacted Israel for several
reasons:

* When Gentile nations oppressed them, the peo-
ple should not have despaired because God had
stated that He would eventually punish those
nations.

* The people should have seen the futility of
forming alliances with these nations.

* Israel and also the Gentiles should have rec-
ognized that God has authority over all earthly
powers.

* This knowledge should have strengthened the
faith of the people.

Babylon was listed first in Isaiah’s condemnation.

In 586 B.C., the Babylonian empire would destroy
Jerusalem and the people of Judah would become
their captives. From Genesis (the tower of Babel)
through Revelation, Babylon typifies those who are
defiant toward God, while Jerusalem often symbolizes
the chosen of God.

In chapters 24 through 27, the prophecy broad-
ens to include judgment to the whole world in the
end times. God revealed to Isaiah, as to other Bibli-
cal writers, details regarding the Tribulation, causing
these chapters to sometimes be referred to as “Isaiah’s
Apocalypse.” The word “Behold” (Isaiah 24:1) in-
dicated a future event. Individuals as well as nations
would be judged. However, these chapters also hold
out hope. God would provide deliverance, blessing,

and protection for His people. After Israel was purged,
they would be gathered and restored.

Isaiah’s prophecies were received with scorn and
unbelief by many of the people of his time. But God’s
Word has proved itself unfailingly. Fulfilled predic-
tions regarding former nations reinforce Isaiah’s pro-
phetic statements about events which have not yet

transpired.
Country Reference
Babylon Isaiah 13:1
Assyria Isaiah 14:25
Palestina Isaiah 14:28-29
Moab Isaiah 15
Syria Isaiah 17:1
Ethiopia Isaiah 18:1
Egypt Isaiah 19:1
Edom Isaiah 21:11
Arabia Isaiah 21:13
Tyre/Phoenicia Isaiah 23:1

QUESTIONS

1. Chapter 13 of [saiah speaks of the fall of the great
city Babylon. What verses foretold not only the fall of
this city but also gave the identity of the conquerors?

2. What did God say would happen to Moab? (Isaiah

15:1-3). Why? Isaiah 16:6

3. Early in the history of the Children of Israel, the
Egyptians had enslaved them, and God brought about
a miraculous deliverance through Moses. Yet years
later in Isaiah’s time, some of the people of Judah
wanted to form an alliance with Egypt as protection
from Assyria. What should they have thought when
they heard Isaiah’s prophecies about Egypt?

[saiah 19:1-4




4. The city of Tyre was part of the Phoenician nation
that was located on the shores of the Mediterranean
Sea in the area of Lebanon today. The Phoenicians
had built up a vast network of trade with surrounding
countries, and they had a fleet of ships that were used
to export goods. Yet Isaiah saw a time when this pros-
perous nation would fall, and their economic collapse
would affect many of the nations around them. Who
planned Tyre’s destruction and why? Isaiah 23:8-9

5. Isaiah 24 details many happenings that will come
to pass in the earth in what will be a universal deso-
lation. List three of the happenings described in this
chapter.

7. When Christ establishes His Millennial Kingdom,
the nation of Israel will be the center of it, and the
Jews will be restored to the land of Israel. How does
Isaiah say the people will be gathered? Isaiah 27:12

8. The fifteen chapters of our text detail God’s revela-
tion to Isaiah of the future of numerous nations. Ad-
ditionally, Isaiah prophesied of the end time. What are
some of the benefits of knowing, through prophecy,
the future of the world?

CONCLUSION

No doubt some of Isaiah’s prophecies sounded
harsh to the people of that day, but Isaiah made the
people aware that it was their own doings that would
bring about their destruction (see key verse).

When we accept Christ as our personal Savior and
live for Him, we will escape the wrath that is coming.

NOTES

6. Those who are delivered from God’s judgment will
certainly rejoice, and in chapter 25, Isaiah prophesied
of this praise. What are some of the future deliveranc-
es that God promises in Isaiah 25:6-12?




